
PRESS NOTICE 

‘BLUE BELT’ EXTENDED TO PROTECT 8,000 SQUARE MILES OF UK WATERS AS 
GOVERNMENT DESIGNATES NEW MARINE CONSERVATION ZONES  

23 new areas along the UK coast were today announced as the latest Marine Conservation 
Zones (MCZs) to be awarded environmental protection by the Government, extending the 
country’s ‘Blue Belt’ to cover over 20% of English waters and providing vital protection for 
the diverse array of wildlife in our seas.  

Marine Environment Minister George Eustice announced the new sites, which will protect 
4,155 square miles of our most stunning and rich marine habitats and bring the total number 
of MCZs in waters around England to 50, covering 7,886 square miles—an area roughly 
equivalent to the whole of Wales, or 13 times the size of Greater London.  

The new MCZs will cover areas across the country from as far north as Farnes East off the 
coast of Northumberland down to Land’s End in the South West, and will protect 45 different 
types of habitat, geological features, and fascinating species—including stalked jellyfish and 
spiny lobsters.  

Welcoming the designation of the new sites, Marine Environment Minister George Eustice 
said: 

“As an island nation, the UK is surrounded by some of the richest and most diverse 
sea life in the world—from the bright pink sea-fan coral colonies off the south-west 
coast, to the great chalk reef stretches in the east. It’s vital that we protect our marine 
environment to ensure our seas remain healthy, our fishing industry remains 
prosperous, and future generations can enjoy our beautiful beaches, coastline and 
waters.  

“By designating these new Marine Conservation Zones and creating a Blue Belt of 
protected areas around the country, we can better protect our environment through 
careful marine management in years to come.” 

The 23 additional sites are the second of three planned phases of MCZs; the first phase 
covered 3,731 square miles of water over 27 sites, while a third phase of proposed MCZs 
will be put out to wider public consultation in 2017, and designated in 2018. 

The announcement has also been welcomed by a number of campaign groups. Joan 
Edwards, The Wildlife Trusts’ head of Living Seas, said:  

“Marine protection is vital to us all, no matter where we live. Our seas provide the 
oxygen for every second breath we take, the fish on our plates and so much more.  
The designation of 50 Marine Conservation Zones to date is a strong step forward 
but there is much still to do. It is vital that appropriate management is implemented 
as soon as possible.  We will continue to work with Government to ensure that this 
happens and to achieve the much-needed ambitious and comprehensive third and 
final tranche.” 

Marine Conservation Zones protect a range of nationally important marine wildlife, habitats, 
geology and geomorphology, and can be designated anywhere in English waters. They were 



introduced to halt the deterioration of the UK’s marine biodiversity and provide legal means 
to deliver the UK’s international marine conservation commitments.  

Today’s announcement supports further work by government to protect the marine 
environment, as new consultations on Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) for harbour 
porpoise and Special Protection Areas (SPAs) to protect feeding and bathing areas used by 
iconic birds, such as spoonbills in Poole Harbour and puffins on the Northumberland coast, 
are expected to launch later this month. This adds to the 37 SACs and 43 SPAs already 
designated in English waters.  

ENDS 

 

Notes to Editors:  

1. Natural England and the Joint Nature Conservation Committee (JNCC) provided the 
environmental advice and evidence that underpins these designations.  

Natural England Chairman, Andrew Sells, said:  

“This is a fantastic outcome for the marine environment and brings us a great step 
closer to achieving the ambition of a ‘Blue Belt’ – a network of marine areas 
protecting wildlife surrounding the UK.” 

JNCC Chief Executive Marcus Yeo said:  

“This is another major step forward in protecting the diverse range of habitats and 
species found in the seas around England. JNCC look forward to working with public 
authorities to achieve effective management of the new sites.” 

2. Public consultation on the 23 new MCZs ran from January 2015 to April 2015, gathering 
over 9,000 responses following engagement with stakeholders as well as advice from 
Natural England, the Joint Nature Conservation Committee, the Marine Management 
Organisation and local Inshore Fisheries and Conservation Authorities to refine the 
ecological, social and economic evidence for each site. 

3. Consultation will begin in January 2016 to establish potential marine Special Protection 
Areas (SPAs). These will protect areas used by birds for activities such as feeding, 
preening and bathing. 

4. Consultations will begin on possible Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) for harbour 
porpoise in January 2016. These sites are located in waters around England, Wales and 
Northern Ireland. 

5. Defra and delivery partners are working together with stakeholders to ensure that 
management measures are put in place within two years of designation and that 
measures provide effective protection for designated sites. 

6. The 23 new Marine Conservation Zones are: 



North Sea 

Fulmar 

Farnes East 

Coquet to St Mary's 

Runswick Bay 

Holderness Inshore 

Cromer Shoal Chalk Beds 

South East 

The Swale Estuary 

Dover to Deal 

Dover to Folkestone 

Offshore Brighton 

Offshore Overfalls 

Utopia 

The Needles 

South West 

Western Channel 

Mounts Bay 

Runnel Stone 

Newquay and The Gannel 

Hartland Point to Tintagel 

Bideford to Foreland Point 

North-West of Jones Bank 

Greater Haig Fras 

Irish Sea 

West of Walney  

Allonby Bay 

7. For more information please contact Defra press office on 020 7238 6600 or out of hours 
on 0345 051 8486. 

 


